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Review: A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS at Seattle
Opera
Now through March 11th

by Kelly Rogers Flynt  Feb. 26, 2023  

Expectation and electricity spark the air and
light the eyes of everyone waiting to
witness this moment. With a collaboration
of talents from around the world and
spanning years of work, Seattle Opera
presents the world premiere of A
THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS. Haunting
and beautiful, the story and music merge as
one in this formidable show. The central
truths of hope and love will echo long past
the last note and curtain fall.

A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS tells the
story of two women, Mariam and Laila, who are trapped in a system that leaves them with little
to no power or choice over their own lives. Mariam is an illegitimate child and as such an
outcast who is forced into an arranged marriage at the age of fifteen by her father. After
failing to produce a child, her husband Rasheed turns bitter and abusive. Laila is the young
daughter of a more progressive couple that live on the same street. Laila's love, Tariq, is
forced to move to Peshawar with his parents as the war with the Russians escalates, but
leaves Laila lonely and expecting their child. A bomb kills Laila's parents and leaves her buried
in the rubble of their former home. Rasheed rescues Laila and takes her to his home. Rasheed
decides to marry the very young Laila in his continued pursuit of offspring. He hires someone
to tell Laila that Tariq has died in Peshawar so that she will marry him. Laila, desperate to
secure a home for her unborn child, agrees to marry Rasheed but finds no more happiness in
the union than Mariam did. At first the two women approach each other as rivals, but soon
find mutual companionship in the care of the newborn Aziza and in their disdain for their
husband. Their relationship grows to one of mother and daughter, and they seek to support
each other in their small world filled with hardship. Rasheed suspects that Aziza is not his
daughter and sends her away to an orphanage and spends all his time and money spoiling his
long-coveted son Zalmai. The already fractured home reaches a breaking point when
Rasheed learns that Tariq has returned and visited Laila. The women are forced to make
unimaginable choices in a world that gives them none.

The cast of A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS is an indomitable force. Led by Karin Muchegain
(Mariam), they tell the story with power and nuance. Muchegain's remarkable voice is earthy
and full. She casts a spell over you with her heart-breaking spirit that refuses to lose hope.
Soprano Maureen McKay as Laila is full of both girlish charm and determined grit. Her
effortless lyricism is enchanting. John Moore as Rasheed seethes with menace and
bitterness. His baritone voice is commanding and rich with depth. Rafael Moras brings
romance and heartbreak with his soaring tenor tones. Tess Altiveros, Ibidunni Ojikutu, and
Sarah Mattox as the Market Women bring some much needed lightness and fun to the show.
They each show individual flair, but it is their play off each other that makes the magic of this
scene. Undoubtedly the strongest moments of the show come during the duets - Laila and
Tariq and then with Mariam and Laila. During these moments, everything was heightened and
the storytelling at its best. The connection between these two pairs was palpable. The
performance of the orchestra was magnificent, and it was a joy to watch Conductor Viswa
Subbaraman.

The creation of A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS
required a collaboration unlike any other opera.
The work begins with the creation of the story by
Khaled Hoessini in 2007. His powerful
storytelling left a profound impression that
fueled the desire to transform the story into an
opera. Composer Sheila Silver creates a world-
scape of sound that includes Hindustani music,
Pakistani classical music, and her own western
compositional background. The inclusion of the
bansuri flute (Steve Gorn) and tabla percussion
(Deep Singh) bring an authenticity to the music.
The music is rich and full at times and stark and

jolting at others, just like the lives of Mariam and Laila. Librettist Stephen Kitsakos has the
monumental task of adapting Hosseini's work into an opera. The libretto is most successful
when it echoes Hosseini's language or that of poet Sahib-e-Tabrizi. Kitsakos builds tension
and creates an atmosphere of fear and oppression and limits the actual depiction of violence
on stage to a minimum, but those familiar with the novel can easily read between the lines.
Director Roya Sadat guides the show in such a way as to emphasize the courage of the two
women. At times the pacing seems slow and transitions feel labored, but perhaps it is all a
metaphor for life in an autocracy where choices and directions are so limited. Act I is all mood,
shape, and tone. Act II is action, decision, and revelation. Sadat requires you to have patience
and endurance, and that is the first lesson required in order to begin to understand the
women of Afghanistan. The costumes by Deborah Trout run the gamut of contemporary to
traditional. They reflect a society with one foot in the past and one in the future. The set
design by Misha Kachman flows from stark and harsh to lush and detailed. With a revolving
centerpiece, we move back and forth from Rasheed's home to the outside world and other
places. The transitions often began while the characters were still singing, soon to be hidden
behind the mud brick walls, a constant reminder that we do not always know what is
happening behind the walls of a closed society.

A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS is a story from the past that is repeating today. It is a story of
hope and courage and love. Over a decade in the making, this opera represents the efforts
and labors of love of so many. Representative Pramila Jayapal, in attendance on opening night
stated, "it was a reminder of the importance of what we are fighting for." On a night of magic,
we were all reminded that hope and courage live in the cracks between the hard rocks of
oppression and subjugation. A reminder that love exists in all places, and the yearning in the
hearts of those behind the closed walls will always be a light like that of a thousand splendid
suns.

Click Here to Buy Tickets
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Video: First Look at INTO THE WOODS
at 5th Avenue Theatre

Get a first look at footage form 5th Avenue
Theatre's Into the Woods!

STG Presents Manual Cinema's FRANKENSTEIN at The Moore

Seattle Theatre Group (STG) presents Manual Cinema's “Frankenstein” for one
night only. This performance is part of STG's 2022/23 Performing Arts Series.

Seattle Pro Musica Presents the World Premiere of Jerod
Impichchaachaaha' Tate's THE GLIMMER, March 25

Internationally acclaimed composer and citizen of the Chickasaw Nation Jerod
Impichchaachaaha' Tate announces the world premiere of his new work, The
Glimmer. The new work, commissioned by Seattle Pro Musica and presented on
Saturday, March 25, 2023 at 7:30pm at Seattle First Baptist Church, sets the poem
The Glimmer by Washington state poet laureate and citizen of the Lummi Nation,
Rena Priest.

CAMBODIAN ROCK BAND, SPRING AWAKENING & More Set for The
5th Avenue Theatre 2023/24 Season

The 5th Avenue Theatre has announced its 2023/24 season, which features an
eclectic collection of shows that will combine for an alluring year of theater that
explores the power of dreams.

FROM THIS AUTHOR - KELLY ROGERS FLYNT

Born and educated in the South, Kelly Rogers Flynt has happily transitioned to life in the
Pacific Northwest where she enjoys more rain and fewer mosquitos. She works as a director,
choreographer,&... (read more about this author)

Review: A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS at Seattle Opera
February 26, 2023

Expectation and electricity spark the air and light the eyes of everyone waiting to witness this

moment. With a collaboration of talents from around the world and spanning years of work, Seattle

Opera presents the world premiere of A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS. Haunting and beautiful, the story and music

merge as one in this formidable show. The central truths of hope and love will echo long past the last note and curtain

fall.

Review: INTO THE WOODS at 5th Avenue Theatre
February 18, 2023

INTO THE WOODS at 5th Avenue Theatre is loaded with surprises and modern flair. From floor to

ceiling and head to toe, this production gives a new look to this timeless fairytale. With humor and

heart leading the way, INTO THE WOODS provides a night of intricate storytelling. Whether it is your first or fiftieth time

to see this Sondheim masterpiece, you will leave knowing that wishes do come true, and even when they don’t, you are

not alone.What did our critic think of INTO THE WOODS at 5th Avenue Theatre?

Review: THE MURDER OF ROGER ACKROYD at Book-It Repertory
Theatre
February 13, 2023

WTHE MURDER OF ROGER ACKROYD at Book-It Repertory Theatre is a delightful romp through the

mysterious world of Agatha Christie. The characters are sly with many hidden agendas. The clues are both interwoven in

the dialogue and hidden in plain view. Connecting the dots has never been more fun. Audiences will be treated to the

familiar enhanced through non-traditional casting and modern touches.hat did our critic think of THE MURDER OF

ROGER ACKROYD at Book-It Repertory Theatre?

Review: THE SIGN IN SIDNEY BRUSTEIN'S WINDOW at Intiman
Theatre
February 11, 2023

THE SIGN IN SIDNEY BRUSTEIN’S WINDOW is a complicated story about complex people dealing

with complex issues that reveals some simple truths. Ideals and reality clash with reverberating effects. The play forces

you to consider your beliefs, commitments, the value of honesty, and what we bring and take from relationships. You will

be challenged, provoked, prodded, and rewarded.

Review: SENSE AND SENSIBILITY at Village Theatre
February 5, 2023

Love and longing, mistakes and matches, SENSE AND SENSIBILITY pairs all the ups and down and ins

and outs of love and marriage in one show. Village Theatre’s production of this Kate Hamill adaptation

also pairs the traditional story with exaggerations of the humor and sarcasm. It is light and diverting as well as deep and

meaningful. In short, it has a bit of everything to satisfy the tastes of all the Mariannes and Elinors out there.
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